Inanga Spawning Areas

ldentifying and protecting
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Figure out the tidal delay
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0.3 = freshwater in Tairawhiti
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Striking the whitebait jackpot

! by Flon Ralnger
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The future looks promising for Gisborne's whitebait fishery with the discovery of a large
spawning site on the Te Aral River.

IT 15 estimated the 1700-metre site holds trillions of whitebait eggs and a Hawke's Bay
expert has described it a5 an amazing discovery.

In the 30 years wetlands specialist Hars
Rook has worked on whitebalit restoration,
he has only seen one other which matches
its size = on the Manawatu River.

"We have struck the Jackpot this time,” he
says

Mr Rook s working with Gisbome District
Courxil on a whitebalt protection peoject,
which has received $45,000 from the
Ministry for the Environment.

WHITEBAIT DISCOVERY: Kurt Ridling, wihe |y
Project Leader Kurt Ridling discovered the e8dng & whiteDak protection project, examines
e, d newly-Snacoversd sguwning site found on the
wdge of the Te Aral tiver, Picture supplind

*| was hanging around on the bank while
Hans was in & kayak up the river when | noticed some fish activity,” Me Ridling said.

“I beard the sound of eels sucking £ggs off the bank, which | remembered Hans
mamicking. We ssacched the area when he got back and found heaps of eggs.”
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Enhancing Habitat...
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