


Love Rimurimu Project

• Aim of project

• Building on Experiencing Marine Reserves – focus on 
rimurimu (seaweed) & climate change action.

• Engage community and students with the importance and 
role of seaweed. 

• Connect young people with scientists, mana whenua and 
local government expertise

• Find pathways for community engagement, restoration, 
utilisation and research. 



TERM 1 – GETTING TO KNOW 
RIMURIMU.



TERM 1







TERM 2 – HUMAN IMPACTS & 
CLIMATE CHANGE











TERM 3 – USES & REPRODUCTION













TERM 4 – TAKING ACTION









Highlights
• Outcomes

- 120 students became seaweed experts, and engaged their wider 
community

- Partnership with Te Aho Tu Roa - resources created in te reo
Māori -

- 4 Community snorkels held - with a seaweed focus. 
- Strong science collaborations with NIWA & Vic Uni & Greater 

Wellington 
- Developed a completely new programme. 
- Many new resources available in online portal – Make Ripples.



What’s next?

WWF funding for 3 classes in 2021. 

Science Learning Hub – Development and refinement of 
resources/programme content. 

National Expansion – resource training to the EMR team. 
A larger bid to Unlocking Curious Minds? Who’s keen?

Restoration Sites in Wellington – Long term funding for 
restoration – The Love Rimurimu Restoration Project. 





A blueprint for Blue Carbon and Bioremediation in Wellington.

Project Aims: 

Establish native seaweed regeneration projects in marine areas around the 

‘Blue Belt’ of  Te Upoko o Te Ika a Maui. 

Regenerate our marine environment into a thriving ecosystem: absorbing 

carbon, improving water quality and restoring biodiversity. 



PROJECT OUTCOMES 

Four Seaweed and Marine Restoration in Te Upoko o te ika a Māui

Development of a ‘tool kit’ for marine restoration: planning, technical support, 

education and research which can be utilised in other regions.

Mana whenua leadership of marine restoration priorities – co-design

Knowledge Building - supported by leading scientists and researchers through 

Centre of Research Excellence

Advocacy at central and local government for marine restoration and as part of 

‘Blue Belt” priorities.

Exploration of innovative harvest uses, and other economic/ecological 

opportunites.
































