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Our Objectives

1. Background to the MSP MPA Approach

2. Shared Understanding

3. Strategy and Process

4.MPA through RMA

6. Q and A
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Marine area has been around these main statutes

• Fisheries Act
• Marine Reserves Act 
• Wildlife Act
• Marine Mammal Protection Act
• Conservation Act
• Resource Management Act
• Petroleum and Minerals Act
• Takutai Moana Act
• EEZ Act
• Marine protection Area Act**

What Governs Our Marine Environment











FA s186 Decline 

• s186A could not provide for values outside of the 
purpose Fisheries Act 

• We then took an RMA Declaration 2015 to 
empowering the Regional Authority to protect 
Community values of the NZCPS, RPS and RMA.

• We won the grounds for;

• Intrinsic Values

• Landscape

• Culture not provided for in the FA

• Biodiversity and Habitat  
MRMT, s186A Application (2015)

J Smith EnvCourt decision (2016)



Limits of the Fisheries Act

• The purpose 

• Only controls 
fishing activities

• The commercial 
Stakeholders

• The customary Regs

• Recreational Regs

• It can not express 
values beyond its 
purpose.
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1. Develop a strategy

2. Know your subject

3. Be issue driven

4. Be propositional 

5. Understand your limitations

6. Understand the stakeholders

7. Understand the governance / 
regulatory frameworks

8. Network - find the allies

9. Costs, benefits and risk assessment

10. Implementation

11. Review

12. Refine the approach 

A pathway to success for restoration





Leigh marine reserve (2006)

“When one tugs on a single thing in nature, 

He finds it attached to the rest of the world”
- John Muir


