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The WBC Concept

* The Whitebait Connection programme encompasses

the EfS principles of learning In, About and For the

environment. It encompasses all areas of the
curriculum.

* The Concept:

* Learn about freshwater environments and its inhabitants in
the classroom.

 Visit and get in a local waterway to discover the life within
it and look at the streams health.

* Discuss threats to waterways in the community, link with
active catchment care groups in the area.

e Action for the environment!!



THE BIG PICTURE - The WBC programme aims to inspire and educate schools,
community groups and tangata whenua to restore and take care of the life
sustaining force of their local waterways and catchments.
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Adults lay eggs in streamside
vegetation and leaf-litter
: s

' Eggs laid and hatch
during flood events




Connection
from the mountains to the sea




WBC in the classroom — adds value
to what teachers do in class
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The Whitebait Run
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Over 60,000 New Zealanders and over 1000
schools have participated in WBC since it began
in 2002




Some
examples of
student class
work




We are learning ab.out how learning about whitebait \inks 1o
our own everyday lives. We are thinking about the things we
can do to help keep the habitat clean and healthy for

whitebait.
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Inspired into action...

* WBC promotes action and can help to facilitate
emerging processes unique to each community:
e Stream clean-ups
Drain Stencilling of stormwater drains
Letters to councils
Nursery projects — funding advice

Stream side planting — advice on suitable restoration
methods

Linking with local/regional stakeholders and organisations
Monitoring projects
Whitebait spawning habitat restoration and adoption



Stream Clean-Ups

Over 30 cubic meters of riparian rubbish has been removed.
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Letters to
councils

NV
| 27,
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR WHANGARE

DISTRICT CO

NCIL

14 July 2008

Kamo High School
1 Wilkinson Avenue
Kamo

Whangarei

Attention: Year 10 Environmental Studies Class

Dear Laura, Chealise and Kate

OTANGAREI STREAM

Thank you for your letter received 7 July addressed to His Worship the Mayor, Stan Semenoff
relating to your environmental studies class studies.

I have taken the liberty of forwarding your letter on to Riaan Elliot who is the manager of this
division at the Northland Regional Council. The Northland Regional Council’s role is monitor
and respond to incidents and areas of contamination as you have described in your letter.

On behalf of the Mayor I would like to extend his sincere thanks for your interest and care in
our community and wishing you all the very best for the remainder of your years study.

Yours faithfully

L.

Jan Walters
PA to the Mayor

Forum North, Private Bag 9023
Whangarei 0140, New Zealand
Telephone: +64 9 430 4254
2 " - , Facsimile: +64 9 430 4247
Creati ng. the vltimate [ivi ng. environment Ermail: mayor@wdc.govt.nz

e e R TS |




Community buy-in of restoration projects, leading
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Riparian Planting
Over 50,000 native seedlings have been planted,

20 kilometres of riparian margins have been restored,
8 Whitebait spawning habitats adopted and restored
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Over 60,000 hours of volunteer time has been

contributed




Work that captures the educational

opportunities of restoration
projects

WBC has had over100‘meédia hits.
Teens’ film should inspire others

. .

A SHORT film by
Tikipunga teenagers
has been chosen for a
film festival showing the
most inspiring stories
from around the world.

Two students from
Te Wharekura O Te
Rawhiti Roa made the
film about the school’s
efforts to clean up near-
by Waitaua Stream.

The film, Tiakina o
Tatou Awa, has been
chosen to screen in Me-
dia That Matters, a
showcase for films on
important issues.

Erana Walker and
Kowhai Henare will
travel to Wellington to
talk about the film at
the premiere next week.

Erana says she hopes
the five-minute bilin-
gual film will inspire
others to take action.

«“] just really want
people to take action
around their local wa-
terways. If they can see
what a small school can
do, it might inspire them
to do something in their
community.”

Since 2003 the Maori
immersion school has
cleaned and protected
Waitaua Stream, a
tributary to Whangarei
Falls.

“Firstly we found that
it was polluted, it was
full of rubbish,” says

MOTIVATING MOVIE

Erana.

Students cleaned up
the rubbish, educated
the community, moni-
tored the water and
planted the riverbank.

The students started
their own nursery, rais-
ing seeds from the area

ST ES—

: Erana Walker and other stude!
inspired to clean up local rivérs by their movie.

into bigger plants.
Tiakina o Tatou Awa
tells of the importance
of taking care of local
waterways, says Erana.
It was a winning film
in last year’s sustain-
able film challenge, The
Outlook for Someday,

nts from Te Wharekura O Te Rawhiti Roa hope schools will be

winning best Te Reo
Maori film.

It was played on Maori
Television last week ear-
lier this month.

Students from Te
Wharekura (0] Te
Rawhiti Roa also made
a presentation last year

at the International Riv-
er Health Conference in
Canberra.

Science and environ-
mental téacher Jo Mur-
ray says the river project
has been student-driven
and young students con-
tinue to volunteer.
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Specialist Monitoring projects




Community Awareness and Action
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Bowman Qutreach Tour

After many days of hiding from big, hungry fish and many nights of swimming, Elvis is afraid.

~

The water has been drained away! Some other elvers give up, but Elvis
strains his long muscles, snakes himself over the dry sand and rocks, -
and breathes through his skin. But, he needs to find water again. i
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SENSITIVITY i , L Chart created for WBC by Ting Yiu 2011
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Lowest Sensitivity lllustrations by Stephanie. J. Bowman www.bowmansart.com
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using inquiry learnin

Check out our
online teaching
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Whitebait Connection Co-ordinators 2016
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Hawke’s Bay — watch this space




Wellington




Canterbury




West Coast —
watch this space




=& whitebait__. P
The Future e o
2._%—%-/#/2')1%5’3"‘ about freshwater life

www.whitebaitconnection.co.nz

* Well-established team, framework and toolbox.
* Continued development of WBC resources throughout NZ.

* Continue the collaborative direction with community, govt
orgs and NGOs.

* Continue support with national delivery in established areas
and for more national expansion of the programme.

e Continue using the WBC programme in a networked
catchment restoration context.

* New website with data uploading capability
e 2017 National Wananga in Leigh, Rodney



