
Appendix 5 | Trailer Policy
For coordinators/contractors/trustees who will be towing/storing MTSCT trailers.

Before you tow:

⮚ Make sure you have your own third-party vehicle insurance and your vehicle is
suitable for towing the trailer (load, towbar rating etc.). The ‘wet weight’ of the trailer
is estimated to be a maximum of 750kg. More information on towing can be found
here

⮚ Ensure that you read those parts of the NZ Road Code pertaining to towing trailers
⮚ Please make sure you familiarise yourself with this policy

Before moving off with your trailer:

⮚ Check that you have lifted the stands and the pin is securely in place
⮚ Check that you have connected your trailer to your tow bar
⮚ Check that the lock pin is in place and locked down so that trailer cannot pop off tow

bar
⮚ Check that you have fitted your D pin shackle with chain
⮚ Connect your lights and make sure they are working

When driving your trailer:

⮚ Ensure that you read those parts of the NZ Road Code pertaining to towing trailers
and note the maximum speed for a light vehicle towing a trailer on the open road is
90 km/h. Warning – Be aware of the reduced stopping distance of the vehicle due to
the weight of the trailer

⮚ Make sure you follow the road rules - Coordinators are liable for all fines incurred
while towing the trailer

Care of trailer:

⮚ Make sure your trailer is kept locked (tow pin and trailer contents) and secure at all
times

⮚ Regularly clean your trailer with freshwater (once a week when in use and before
storing your trailer, mild detergent can be used to remove any mould and this should
be removed regularly)

⮚ When storing the trailer for long periods, cover the trailer with a tarpaulin to protect
the canvas and signwriting from UV degradation, and keep an eye out for pests and
carry out pest control if needed, e.g., rats, mice & ants might move in

Report any problems with the trailer to the Regional Coordinator.
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https://www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/resources/glovebox-guide-safe-loading-towing/docs/guide-safe-loading-towing.pdf
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/resources/roadcode/about-driving/towing


Operational Policy - Trailer Policy

Approved by Mountains to Sea Conservation Trust – Co-Directors/Poutokomanawa

EMR Trailer Training

Before training:

⮚ Coordinator reads through and familiarises himself/herself with the MTSCT trailer
policy document.

⮚ Coordinator to provide evidence of full driver’s licence.

Coordinator is able to demonstrate:

⮚ Knowledge of road rules when towing a trailer (speed and weight limit, load
distribution, following distance, length of safety chain)

⮚ Correct connection of trailer to vehicle
o Safety Chain hooked up with D-shackle
o Lock pin in place and locked
o Electronics connected and checked
o Jockey Wheel up
o Trailer stands are up and secured
o Load is secured and loaded correctly; all sides tied down

⮚ Correct parking of trailer
o Secure (and level) parking spot
o How to put stands down (EMR) and adjust jockey wheel for secure storage
o Disconnection of safety chain and electronics

⮚ Knowledge of trailer care and tyre pressure
⮚ Desirable: Demonstration of trailer backing

Scenarios to be discussed:

⮚ Secure storage of trailer (long term and overnight)
⮚ Parking options and planning for on-site delivery (e.g. Goat Island, Maitai Bay,

Reotahi) - safety cones?
⮚ Safe loading of trailer
⮚ Insurance and accidents

It is the coordinator’s responsibility to make sure the vehicle towing the trailer is safe and
suitable for towing the EMR trailer (towball rating, towing capacity, rated safety chain and
shackle).
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https://www.emr.org.nz/index.php/component/easyfolderlistingpro/?view=download&format=raw&data=eNpNj1sPgjAMhf-K6TvhFlHLo88mJvJOphRYsgHZ5i3G_27HJPq09fR87anANMWXxQKhHVVDBkqLWYYgtejIxqRNPDVtfByVvDxXvstcMFxcLZngt7OEkCyt7krW_WZtEOp61ny1DeggNPkyQfBPEVTZQCkxCZAhNQnX_7mYbaWihc3WCIfqtK-iygjWTTTNGaMsSXNvyBHo4b4_vuGbhh6TNGSXVSlPF86JS69pYPd5VndMGLpJuocrOGE3jp3ize8P1g9gEw,,
https://www.emr.org.nz/index.php/component/easyfolderlistingpro/?view=download&format=raw&data=eNpNj1sPgjAMhf-K6TvhFlHLo88mJvJOphRYsgHZ5i3G_27HJPq09fR87anANMWXxQKhHVVDBkqLWYYgtejIxqRNPDVtfByVvDxXvstcMFxcLZngt7OEkCyt7krW_WZtEOp61ny1DeggNPkyQfBPEVTZQCkxCZAhNQnX_7mYbaWihc3WCIfqtK-iygjWTTTNGaMsSXNvyBHo4b4_vuGbhh6TNGSXVSlPF86JS69pYPd5VndMGLpJuocrOGE3jp3ize8P1g9gEw,,


Safe towing guidelines from NZTA:
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/resources/roadcode/about-driving/towing
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https://www.nzta.govt.nz/resources/roadcode/about-driving/towing

