






The WBC Concept 

• The Whitebait Connection programme encompasses 
the EfS principles of learning In, About and For the 
environment.  It encompasses all areas of the 
curriculum.

• The Concept:
• Learn about freshwater environments and its inhabitants in 

the classroom.
• Visit and get in a local waterway to discover the life within 

it and look at the streams health.
• Discuss threats to waterways in the community, link with 

active catchment care groups in the area.
• Action for the environment!!



THE BIG PICTURE - The WBC programme aims to inspire and educate schools, 
community groups and tangata whenua to restore and take care of the life 
sustaining force of their local waterways and catchments.









Connection 
from the mountains to the sea



WBC in the classroom – adds value 
to what teachers do in class



The Whitebait Run



Discovery







Over 60,000 New Zealanders and over 1000 
schools have participated in WBC since it began 
in 2002



Some 
examples of 
student class 
work











Inspired into action...
• WBC promotes action and can help to facilitate 

emerging processes unique to each community:
• Stream clean-ups
• Drain Stencilling of stormwater drains
• Letters to councils
• Nursery projects – funding advice
• Stream side planting – advice on suitable restoration 

methods
• Linking with local/regional stakeholders and organisations
• Monitoring projects
• Whitebait spawning habitat restoration and adoption



Stream Clean-Ups
Over 30 cubic meters of riparian rubbish has been removed.



Drain Stencilling







Letters to 
councils



Community buy-in of restoration projects, leading 
to...



Riparian  Planting
Over 50,000 native seedlings have been planted,

20 kilometres of riparian margins have been restored, 
8 Whitebait spawning habitats adopted and restored 



Over 60,000 hours of volunteer time has been 
contributed



Work that captures the educational 
opportunities of restoration 
projects
WBC has had over 100 media hits.



Nursery Projects



Specialist Monitoring projects



Community Awareness and Action





Collaborative 
partnerships



MTSCT National Wananga



Bowman Outreach Tour















Northland



Auckland



Gisborne



Hawke’s Bay – watch this space



Wellington



Canterbury



West Coast –
watch this space



The Future 

• Well-established team, framework and toolbox.

• Continued development of WBC resources throughout NZ.

• Continue the collaborative direction with community, govt 
orgs and NGOs.

• Continue support with national delivery in established areas 
and for more national expansion of the programme.  

• Continue using the WBC programme in a networked 
catchment restoration context.

• New website with data uploading capability

• 2017 National Wananga in Leigh, Rodney


