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EMR Goal 
To#raise#awareness,#
understanding#and#
support#for#marine#
conservation#through#
dynamic#experiential#
education#opportunities





EMR Stats

Since 2002, EMR has guided snorkel
experiences for over 40,000 students
whanau and community) through NZ
marine reserves .

This season we organised over 30
community engagement events. The
number of people that have been
engaged in EMR is now over 55, 000



Kaitiakitanga



and#experience.

Conservation outcomes 

EMR builds support for marine conservation and
helps form the foundations for future marine
reserves and marine protected area proposals
by creating ground level information
.



We have an active focus on marine conservation 

We are all about community engagement in marine 
conservation 



Classroom 
Introduction 
Marine biodiversity and conservation 
presentation 



Much of our marine life is endemic



Clown Nudibranch





Snorkel skills 
EMR Snorkelling Objectives:
Experience marine life first hand
Build water safety & confidence in the
real environment
Encourage snorkelling as a recreational
and fun activity
Instil caring attitudes and passion for
the conservation of the ocean
Encourage emotional connection to
marine environment



Local Investigation
Usually an unprotected area. In 
Northland we often observe kina 
barrens. 



Experience a 
marine reserve!
This is how we inspire our 
students and their guardians 
It’s often where the magic 
happens.  











Taking ACTION!
The most important part of EMR! 
We are kaitiaki! 
We can make a difference 











National Expansion   



EMR Team  



EMR Hauraki 



EMR Wellington 



EMR Gisborne  



EMR Nelson  



EMR Auckland   





EMR Taranaki  



EMR South Australia
Experiencing Marine Sanctuaries -

EMS   



To be eligible for the EMR action prize, annual Poor Knights competition, students 
must be involved in a group action and/or an individual action project for the 
marine environment.  

EMR Annual Poor Knights Comp   









In the media  



Other things we do....Innovative ways 
to engage communities – Marine 

Reserve human chain event 



Community Guided Snorkel Days









Community Guided Snorkel Day –
Goat island 



Community Guided Snorkel Day –
Hoirorangi Marine Reserve 



Ocean Experiences for Community 
Groups 



Community Guided Kayak Days  



Wānanga   

EMR/WBC Wānanga provides professional 
development and networking opportunities

Essential training for coordinators 



Adult EMR experiences    

Northland community trip to Whangara, April 
2004



Snorkel 
Courses
Schools must obtain a 
consent to assess.



2012 Young 
Blake 
expedition to 
the Kermadecs
30 young people joined 
the Sir Peter Blake Trust 
and Experiencing 
Marine Reserves 
programme for the 
ultimate marine reserve 
experience  


